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Abstract

This research has objectives to study the followings: (1) social and economic conditions of farmers,  (2)
agricultural production by farmers to be suitable for the area, (3) participation of farmers in agricultural xtension
activities, and (4) farmning problems In and the needs of farmers for agricultural extension of suitable agricultural
production for the areas. The population of this study were | 64,112 farmers who registered as farmers in Sukhothai
Province. Samples were determined by gquota sampling and selected by simple random method including 156
farmers. Data were collected by structural interviewed questionnaire and analyzed by determing frequency
distribution, percentage, maximum and minimum values, mean, and standard deviation. The results of the research
revealed that (1) most of the farmers were male with an average age of 46.56 years, married, and didn’t have
education Of finished primary education. The average number of household members and workers were four and
two persons, respectively. Most households are engaged in paddy field followed by general employment with the
average experience in farming wass 15.17 years. The average annual household incomes included 190,935.90 baht
of farm income and 62,872.13 bahtof non-farm income, furthermore, most of the farmers had debts. 2) The average
farming area was 28.63 rai (1 rai = 1,600 square meters), majority of them were in non irrigated area by using rain fed
for farming which was enough for agricultural production; most of farmers had a plan before planting based on the
amount of water and the environment conditions; the soil of most areas was clay; in the past three years, they
faced flooding problems; ans most of farmers had rice cultivation as the main crop and grewed bean as a second
crop.  (3) Farmers participated in agricultural extension activities accasionally, such as the meeting of agricultural
production planning, agricultural resource management, and knowledge and technology transfer, furthermore they
had eceived the agricultural extension/support from government agencies at the least level. (4) The main cause of
problem in agricultural production were shortage of funds and natural disasters, moreoever, the main problem of
produce distribution were low price and oversupply. The development of suitable agricultural production systems
for the area which were the high needs of farmers, such as the price guarantee of produce, investment budget, price
control of production inputs, knowledge/skills in suitable agricultural production for the area, and mechanism of
forcast marketing. Furthermore, The farmers had agreed at high level if they were changed to have suitable

agricultural production for their areas.

Keywords: Suitable agricultural production, Sukhothai Province
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